
12TH ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL LEFT ATRIAL APPENDAGE 
OCCLUSION (LAAO) SUMMIT
APRIL 28, 2023 - FRANKFURT, GERMANY
Steigenberger Airport Hotel

SUMMIT AGENDA
SESSION START TOPIC PRESENTER CITY & COUNTRY

8:00 Welcome & meeting objectives
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8:10 What is new? - Moderators: Réda Ibrahim, Sergio Berti

8:10 Trends and recent data for LAA occlusion therapies - 
what happened in the last 18 months Boris Schmidt Frankfurt, 

Germany

8:22 LAA occlusion device design: selection and anatomic challenges Réda Ibrahim Montréal, Canada

8:34 Stroke severity in AF patients - LAA occlusion vs NOACs Adel Aminian Charleroi, Belgium

8:46 Today’s clinical reality; selecting the optimal post implant 
pharmacological therapy Joëlle Kefer Brussels, Belgium

8:58 Leaks or DRT - which is the lesser of both evils? Xavier Freixa Barcelona, Spain

9:10 Safety profile of minimal anti-thrombotic therapy in concomitant 
AF ablation & LAAO procedures Prapa Kanagaratnam London, UK

9:22 Panel discussion

9:45 Break
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10:10 Anatomy & Imaging - Moderators: Thorsten Lewalter, Stephan Von Bardeleben

10:10 Understanding LAA anatomies - a first look might be deceiving Andrew Cook London, UK

10:22 Do we need CT to really understand the anatomy? Christoph Hammerstingl Cologne, Germany

10:34 How to: ICE guidance for LAA occlusion. 
Will 4D make a difference? DJ Lakkireddy Kansas City, 

USA (remote)

10:46 Imaging: future promises and today’s realities Nina Wunderlich Langen, Germany

10:58 Panel discussion

11:10 Interactive discussion with participants
Thorsten Lewalter,
Jens Erik Nielsen-Kudsk,
Giuseppe Tarantini 

Munich, Germany 
Aarhus, Denmark
Padua, Italy
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11:40 Live case Ignacio Cruz Salamanca, Spain

12:20 Lunch
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13:20 Tips & Tricks -  Moderators: Alexander Ghanem, Philippe Garot

13:20 Not all leaks are the same - peri-device leak is not intra-device 
leak - impact on patient management Apostolos Tzikas Thessaloniki, 

Greece

13:32 Management of complications of LAA occlusion procedures 
(emoblization, effusions, groin management) Jacqueline Saw Vancouver, 

Canada

13:44 How to make the most challenging cases a successful implant Ole de Backer Copenhagen, 
Denmark

13:56 The great Hildick & Smith debate: CT or no-CT? That’s the question. David Hildick-Smith Brighton, UK

14:08 Panel discussion
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14:20 Live case Boris Schmidt, Julian Chun Frankfurt, Germany
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15:05 Perspectives on Patient Indications -  Moderators: Michael Joner, Claudio Tondo

15:05 Leap or lag: left atrial appendage occlusion and guidelines John Camm London, UK

15:20 Potential indications for LAA occlusion in neurological patients Karl Georg Häusler Würzburg, Germany

15:35 Future perspectives on clinical evidence gaps and future needs Thorsten Lewalter Munich, Germany

15:45 Wrap up and closing remarks Thorsten Lewalter, 
Réda Ibrahim

Munich, Germany 
Montréal, Canada

16:00 Adjourn - airport departures 


